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Known Hazards of and
Specific Precautions for a
Selected Group of
Laboratory Chemicals

LE.l    GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

The following pagbs present a compilation of the chemical, physical, and
physiological properties of 33 substances.

The number chosen for inclusion is arbitrary; the list is intended to be
exemplary rather than exhaustive, for several reasons. For many of the
hundreds of thousands of known chemicals, few, if any, toxicological data
are available. Space limitations preclude inclusion of detailed information
for more than a small fraction of the chemicals for which data are
available. Moreover, the rapid progress of chemical and toxicological
research ensure that new substances will be created every day and that new
information on toxicology will have become available since these pages
were assembled.

Each substance on the list satisfies some or all of the following criteria:

1.  it is in common laboratory use;

2.  under some conditions, it can constitute a known hazard; and

3.  its properties and hazards may be encountered among a variety of
chemicals and sometimes in many members of its class of chemicals.

In many cases, the description includes a cross-reference to another
section of this report for instructions on proper handling of the substance.

It should be evident that the absence of a substance from this list must
not be interpreted as an indication that it is harmless. On the contrary, the
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